 Obtained Under the
Freedom of Information Act
i, Kri DEB-49-84
by Hans M. Kristensen | L
) e3-o43}

Defense Estimative Brief

Nuclear Weapons Systems in China (U)

SUMMARY

?&) China has established itself as a nuclear power.
The nodtlear forces in China, however, will remain small Y
when compared to the Soviet nuclear forces. The Chinese ("%
will not try toc match the superpowers, The Chinese
however, will continue to seek Western technology support
for their underground nuclear test program.

(b)(1) S

Between 150 and 160 warheads are estimated to be
in the PRC nuclear stockpile, The limit of the number of
warheads is not restricted by nuclear materials )«
production, but on what the Chinese perceive their needs

to be,
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Discussion

l.

4. =SNOBPOR= Qualitative improvements that the Chinese are
developing for their nuclear warheads will depend on the benefits
that Chinese are now deriving from both overt contact with U.,s.
scientists and technology, and the covert acquisition of U.g.
technology. There is evidence that the Chinese have been
successful in assimilating into their huclear weapons program
United States technology in areas such as high explosive,
radiochemistry, metallurgy, welding, super computers, numerical
modeling, high speed photonics, and underground drilling.

Throughout the history of the Chinese nuclear weapons program T

they have followed closely advances in western technology.
Increased access to this technology and continued Chinese efforts
will in the 1980s and early 1990s show Up as qualitative warhead
improvements in terms of: (1) increased warhead reliability and
confidence, (2) development of more compact warheads, especially
for tactical nuclear applications and possibly for MRV warheads,




(b)(1)
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ég;sile environment, (4)
enhanced radiation and (5)
logistics procedures. Thus,
United States and Chinese nucle
narrow.

tai

S.

increased hardening of warheads

improved warhead safety,

-SESRET

in a nuclear antiballistic
output devices, such as
storage, and
in some areas, the gap between
ar warhead technology may begin to

lored

two important factors are

(1)

not
a Chinese strategy for

building survivable or redundant pProduction capacity and (2) the

effect of the turmoil during the Cultural Revolution,

survivability and

facilities were disrupted during the Cultural Revolutiorm..

continued internal stability
industrial complex in

desired.

8. ™8) We estimate that all

CS5-3, and CSS-4 missiles have
of the nuclear capable aircraft
though we are unable to
Sites,

place that will
size of their stockpile even beyond t

identify associated a
We also estimate that the Chinese maintain ADMs in their

“There is
ear production facilities built to

instances where nuclear  weapons
Given
the Chinese have a ‘nuclear

allow them to increase the

currently deployed Css-~1,
nuclear warheads.
probably have nuclear bombs,

CSS-2 r

he current estimate, if so

A small number

even
irfield storage
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inventory, although there 1is no
production or deployment.

the number of warheads allocated to the projected forces.

TABLE 1
NUCLEAR WARHEADS

1984 1989 1994

CsSs-1 i 25 5 0
Css-2 110 120 120
CSS-3 8 31 32
CsSS8-4 2 9 16
SLBM 0 24 48
Solid 1CBM 0 0 2
MR/IRBM Follow-on 0 17 28
Bombs 165 200 23¢
ADM's 50 50 50
SRBM 0 0 12
ASM 0 130 250
Follow-on Systems 0 0 30

9. ™83 Implications for the West. China has established itgelf
as a nuclear power. The nuclear forces in China, however, will
remain small when compared to the Soviet nuclear forces. The
Chinese will not try to match the Superpowers. Thé\ Chinese

however, will continue to seek Western technology support for
their underground nuclear test program. :
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